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SUMMARY DESCRIPTION 

Camp Pendletodstate Military Reservation (SMR) is a Virginia Army National Guard facility located just 
south of the main resort area of Virginia Beach, Virginia. Originally established in Princess Anne County 
in the midst of the sleepy summer resort of Virginia Beach to the north and farmland to the south, SMR is 
now bounded by General Booth Boulevard to the west, Birdneck Avenue to the south, the Croatan 
residential neighborhood to the north and the Atlantic Ocean to the east. The facility was originally laid 
out on approximately four hundred acres in 1911 with construction beginning in 1912. Currently, SMR 
occupies approximately three hundred acres with an additional twenty-seven acres leased from the federal 
government. 

The facility was constructed during three distinct building campaigns with interspersed construction on a 
smaller scale since its establishment as the State Rifle Range in 1912. The first campaign in 1912 laid out 
the original core of the rifle range, and, though most of the buildings were demolished by World War 11, 
the layout remains extant. The second campaign of major construction performed by the U.S. Navy in 
1919, brought further development of the rifle ranges, and again though the buildings no longer exist the 
layout has been retained. The final major construction campaign completed by the U.S. Army during 
World War I1 provides the majority of extant buildings on the property. This is also when the facility was 
dedicated as Camp Pendleton. 

Camp PendletodState Military Reservation is defined by the intact landscape created by the dominant 
building type, World War 11-era temporary buildings, and the examples of earlier 20" century military and 
residential building types. Building forms and styles extend from the small bungalows of the officers' 
housing to the standard World War II temporary barracks. The lack of examples of varying types of 
architectural styles is emphasized by the utilitarian designs of the majority of the buildings on post. The 
post is buffered from the public streets by extensive trees and landscaping, in addition to the required 
security fencing along the perimeter. 

There are one hundred and eight (108) contributing buildings or structures and an additional six (6 )  sites 
contributing to the Camp PendletonIState Military Reservation Historic District. Of the contributing 
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buildings and structures, twenty-eight (28) resources were constructed prior to 1939 and eighty (80) date 
from 1940-1945. The sites include the current and original rifle ranges, the parade (Regimental Camp 
Area #1) field, the drill fieldlair field, the cantonment roads, and Regimental Camp Area #2. There are 
forty-one (41) non-contributing buildings and structures within the boundaries of the historic district. 
Four (4) buildings are scheduled to be demolished. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

The Establishment of  the State Rifle Ranae 11912-191 7) 

The initiative to establish a state rifle range was begun in 1908 by the General Assembly for the purchase 
of a permanent range and camp site for the Virginia National Guard. Chosen among various sites under 
consideration, the location in Princess Anne County (now the City of Virginia Beach) was an undeveloped 
parcel of land with access to a fresh water lake, Lake Christine, and the Atlantic Ocean. The area south of 
Rudee Inlet was agricultural in use and sparsely populated. Prior to construction commencing in 1912, 
extensive plowing and leveling, the cutting of trees and stump removal, and the laying of grass seed was 
required to prepare the site for actual construction of the rifle range. In addition to this preparation, 
requirements for the rifle range necessitated receiving permission from adjoining owners to fire over their 
property during target practice. 

The majority of the buildings constructed during this building campaign were demolished by the time of 
World War 11. The original core of the rifle range, located between present-day Jefferson Avenue and 
Lake Road, is extant although the original targets and butts have been removed. In addition to the rifle 
range and the central layout of SMR, the extant buildings dating from this building campaign include 
Building #85 (Residential QuarterslAdministration Building), Building #88 (Officers' Quarters), Building 
#89 (ResidenceISick Bay and Hospital), Building #90 (Governor's CottagelC.0. Quarters), and Building 
#94 (Post Superintendent'sICaretaker's House). 

Identified on the 1913 (revised 1921) and 1919 maps of the State Rifle Range and visible in a 1922 
photograph of present day Jefferson Road are Buildings #85, #88 and #89. Originally one-story, frame 
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constructions upon low piers with vertical wood siding, the vernacular buildings were clad with vinyl 
siding during the 1990s. The three buildings have side-gable roofs with shed extensions at the front porch 
and have each undergone minor alterations. Building #85, originally the administration building, has been 
altered with the enclosing of half of the porch to provide additional interior space. Each of the buildings 
has a screened porch at the main elevation and all are currently occupied as residential buildings. 

Buildings #90 and #94 are one-and-a-half story h e  bungalows constructed upon low piers. Building 
#90, currently known as the Governor's Cottage, is seven-bays wide with a clipped gable roof and a single 
dormer at the main elevation. The front porch has been screened in. Since its construction, multiple one- 
story additions have been constructed at the rear to provide additional living space and the building has 
been clad in vinyl siding. Originally identified as the C.O.'s quarters on the 1913 (revised 1921) and 1919 
maps of the facility, Building #90's current name reflects its occupation by various governor's during their 
vacations after World War 11. Building #94 currently occupied by the Post Superintendent, has a hipped 
roof with shed roof dormers at the main and side elevations. The front porch has been screened in and a 
non-original wood deck has been constructed at the north elevation. Building #94 has four outbuildings 
located northeast of the main building dating from the mid to late 20Ih century. 

Construction Camwaien bv the US. N a w  (191 7-1919) 

During World War I, Virginia leased the State Rifle Range to the U.S. Navy for training and housing. The 
U.S. Navy acquired a post with no barracks and a handful of administration and support buildings for the 
range. As a result, the U.S. Navy was responsible for the construction of twenty-one new buildings at the 
Rifle Range. This building campaign included the construction of four armories, eleven barracks, two 
toilet and wash houses, one wash house, a gallery and mess hall, a latrine, and a shed. In a joint venture 
with the YMCA, a two-story recreational building was constructed at the northwest comer near present 
day Headquarters Road and Jefferson Avenue. 

Seventeen buildings were dismantled upon the Rifle Range's return to Virginia for distribution to other 
state institutions. None of the remaining buildings dating from this building campaign are extant. The 
original layout of the rifle ranges has been retained (Jefferson Avenue and Lake Road), but evidence of the 
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targets and butts has been removed. The main alignment of present-day Headquarters Road, which was 
constructed during the U.S. Navy's occupation, has been retained with a minor reconfiguration at the 
juncture with Jefferson Avenue. 

Expansion o f  the State Rifle Ranae/State Military Reservation Between 1920 and 1939 

The return of the State Rifle Range to Virginia in 1920 led to an extensive inspection of the training 
facility and the remaining buildings on post. After the demolition or removal of a majority of the 
resources at the rifle range, the prospect of resuming summer encampments was unclear. Within two 
years, the decision to hold summer encampments at the State Rifle Range was authorized allowing the 
first units to return in August 1922. Prior to the anival of the troops, new buildings were under 
construction to support the men training on post. Twenty (20) one-story frame kitchen and mess buildings 
were constructed along present day D Street. The regimental camp area, a large open field west of these 
buildings, is located between present day Headquarters Road and D Street. In addition to the kitchen and 
mess buildings, two latrines were constructed as well as an officers' mess hall and a washhouse. The 
washhouses were typically 14' x 44' with concrete walls and floors. The latrines were of frame 
construction and partly screened with copper wire. The buildings were covered with composition roofing. 
The kitchen and mess buildings were 14' x 60' with concrete foundations, floors of sand and clay, and 
wood siding. A brick storage building (32' x 16') with sliding galvanized iron doors and a galvanized 
roof was constructed beside the railroad spur.' Of these resources, only the washhouse (Building #8) is 
extant. Building #8, located off of Headquarters Road, is a one-story, seven-bays-wide, concrete block 
building with a side gable roof and exposed rafters. 

By 1925, the State Rifle Range (known as Camp Trinkle) included an additional regimental camp area 
south of present-day Jefferson Avenue and Headquarters Road. Upon this additional acreage, twenty 
kitchen and mess buildings, latrines, and bathhouses were constructed to support additional troops during 
summer encampment. The layout of Regimental Camp #2 mimicked the original regimental camp to the 
north. A brick storage building was constructed along the railroad spur at the southeast comer of post. 
Additional infrastructure upgrades included the construction of a surface drainage system, water mains, 
installation of power lines and a telephone system, construction of additional roadways on post, as well as 
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the construction of a sanitary garbage disposal plant and pumping system. 

An important feature established during this building campaign was the development of an airfieldidrill 
field east of the kitchen and mess buildings for Regimental Camp #2 and south of the C.O.'s Quarters. 
This was the first state-owned airfield in Virginia and provided aviation services to both civilian and 
military aircraft. Of these resources, the drill field and the road upgrades are extant. 

In 1927-1928, the original ranges (orientated north-south) between Lake Christine and Regimental Camp 
#1 were removed after the Guard acquired land east of Lake Christine. Additional training areas were 
now available with the removal of the original ranges and the acquisition/lease of more acreage. In order 
to represent the multiple activities available at the rifle range, the post was re-dedicated as the State 
Military Reservation (SMR). A new rifle range, pistol range, antiaircraft range, and machine gun range 
were constructed with the firing points orientated east toward the Atlantic Ocean. An ammunition 
building (Building #113) and a latrine were constructed in support of the new ranges. Jefferson Avenue 
(present day Rifle Range Road) was extended east from Lake Christine to the beachfront to provide access 
to the ranges. At this time, the original railroad spur was re-aligned from the southeast side of the SMR to 
the northwest side. Two new warehouses (Buildings #2 and 3) were constructed along the new spur. All 
of these resources, with the exception of the railroad spur, are extant. The one-story, one-bay-wide 
ammunition building (Building #113) is a brick structure laid in seven-course American bond. The side 
gable roof has exposed wood rafters and is clad in corrugated metal sheets. Buildings #2 and 3 are one- 
story frame buildings clad in corrugated metal siding with side gable, standing seam metal roofs. A raised 
platform provides access to the pedestrian entrances and loading dock doors. The rifle ranges and late 2oth 
century buildings which support the range activities have been retained, including the range office 
(Building #116), storage buildings (Buildings #114, 115, 117), and a range tower (Structure #124), 
support the range activities. The partial framing of the pistol range canopy is extant. 

Subsequent buildings constructed between 1922 and 1931 include an ammunition storage building 
(Building #92) and the stables (Building #93). These buildings were constructed at the juncture of the 
present-day Jefferson Avenue and the road leading to Gate 4. The ammunition storage building is a one- 
story, two-bays-wide brick structure laid in eight-course American bond. Constructed upon low piers, the 
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main elevation is pierced by two single entrances. The side gable roof is covered in corrugated metal 
sheets. The stables, a one-story frame building is scheduled to be demo~ished.~ Two additional buildings, 
#99 and #110, were constructed during this period along the east side of present day Lake Road. Building 
#99, is a one-story frame building with a side gable roof clad in asphalt shingles. Originally used as a club 
and a staff officers' mess hall, the building has been converted for residential use. Building #1 10 is a one- 
story frame building with a cross-gable roof, a Front entrance porch, and a screened rear porch. 

In response to funding available through the relief programs associated with the Great Depression and 
destruction caused by the Hurricane of 1933, a number of new buildings were constructed on post during 
the first half of the 1930s. The Civil Works Administration (CWA) constructed the new kitchen and mess 
buildings (Buildings #59-67) along the present day D Street to replace the mess halls from the 1920s. 
These are one-story frame buildings with side gable roofs, constructed upon low piers, and clad in vinyl 
siding. Buildings #59-64 are substantially wider than Buildings #65-67 to accommodate a larger number 
of men as well as provide additional storage space. On the exterior of the window openings of Buildings 
#59-62 and #64 were awnings that could be anchored in an open position to allow for additional 
ventilation and shade during mealtime. These awnings were originally constructed of paneled wood 
sections, but have since been clad in vinyl. Buildings #65-67 were smaller in square footage with double 
doors along the east elevation. The main pedestrian entrance is located in the first bay of the main 
elevation. These buildings have been adapted for use as a paint shop, storage, and the AC and Electrical 
shop. Latrines (Building #82), two regimental headquarters, and an infirmary were also constructed 
during this period. The remaining latrine is a one-story, four-bay-wide concrete block building located 
just east of the kitchen and mess buildings (Buildings #59-67). 

Building #4, the ammunition and supply building, was constructed from 1931-1940. Similar in design to 
Building #8, the one-story, seven-bay-wide building is constructed of concrete block. The side gable roof 
with exposed rafters is clad in asphalt shingles. 

Construction at Camp Pendleton Durinp World War II 

The transfer of SMR to the U.S. Army in 1940 initiated the largest building campaign to date on post. 
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Dedicated as Camp Pendleton, housing and other support facilities would be required to accommodate the 
thousands of soldiers that would be temporarily stationed there. Between 1940 and 1943, over one 
hundred (100) temporary buildings were constructed at Camp Pendleton. Based on the 700 Series 
drawings developed by the Quartermaster Corps, the temporary buildings were constructed with the 
expectation of remaining extant from five to twenty years.3 Despite the temporary label, sixty-nine (69) 
World War I1 buildings, primarily barracks and mess halls, remain at SMR. Other support buildings 
retained include the company storeroom and recreation buildings, the firehouse, and the chapel. Tents, 
later replaced with hutments, were originally located at Regimental Camp Area #1 to supplement the 
housing provided by the barracks. Virginia Beach's location in a temperate climate facilitated the 
combination of tentthutments with barracks for housing the troops.4 

Barracks 

The 63-men barracks from the 700 Series, based on drawings developed under the direction of Colonel 
Charles D. Hartman of the Quartermaster Corps, were erected south of Jefferson Avenue in the 
Regimental Camp Area #2. Of the sixty-six (66) built between 1940 and 1941, thirty-two (32) are still 
extant between B and C Streets. They are Buildings #231-233, #236-238, #241-243, #246-248, #251-253, 
#326-328, #331-333, #336-338, #341-343, #346-348, and #352-353. 

As originally designed, the two-story, three-bay-wide, frame buildings are approximately 29' 6"x 80' and 
constructed upon wooden piers. The framing for the barracks consisted of wood platform construction 
with diagonally laid wood sheathing or panels of gypsum board.' The buildings were originally clad in 
wood siding, but were covered in vinyl siding in the 1990s. Aqua medias (continuous eaves) cap all 
windows on the first and second stories. The front gable roof is covered with asphalt shingles. The 
chimney for each barrack is located approximately four feet from the exterior wall. The main entrance is 
situated in the central bay of the main elevation with a wood fire escape and platform located along the 
second story. 

The original design of the interiors was unfinished with the first floor having two small rooms for the non- 
commissioned officers, an open area for the enlisted men, and the toilet, shower, and heater rooms at the 
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rear. A stair leading to the second floor was located next to the toilet room and the secondary exit. The 
second floor had two rooms for the non-commissioned officers and a large open space for the enlisted 
men. As part of the Virginia Army National Guard's renovation campaign, the interior of the barracks has 
been altered with the exception of Building #347. This building has been preserved as a representative 
example of the original interior design. 

Mess Halls 

Twenty-two (22) 11 8-men mess halls were originally constructed to serve the enlisted men occupying the 
barracks along B Street. Of these, seven mess halls (Buildings #329, 335, 339, 345, 349, and 355) are 
extant along C Street between Fourth Street and Jefferson Avenue. The mess halls are one-story, three- 
bay-wide frame buildings measuring approximately 25' 9" x 93' 6". The buildings are constructed upon 
low piers and the original wood siding has been concealed beneath vinyl siding. The aqua medias 
executed on the barracks design is repeated on the mess halls. The front gable roofs are covered in asphalt 
shingles. 

Company Store Room and Recreation Buildings 

Twenty-two (22) company storeroom and recreation buildings (Buildings #330, 334, 340, 344, 350, and 
354) were constructed along A and C Streets to serve the men occupying the barracks along B Street. Of 
these, seven (7) company storeroom and recreation buildings are extant. The one-story frame buildings 
are rectangular in shape and average approximately 2,180 square feet in usable space. The design of each 
building incorporates the two functions, the one-story storeroom constructed upon low piers and the 
recreation section rising slightly higher. The arrangement of the bays at the rear and secondary elevations 
are asymmetrical due to the interior requirements of the buildings. The original wood siding has been 
covered with vinyl siding. The front gable roof of the buildings are covered in asphalt shingles and jag 
towards the center of the building due to the height difference of the two sections. 
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Chapel 

The chapel (Building # 426) at Camp PendletonIState Military Reservation is located at Jefferson Avenue 
and was the only chapel on post during World War 11. The one-and-a-half story, frame chapel is three bays 
wide. The vestibule, centered longitudinally, projects slightly from the center bay along the first story. 
The steeple is centered at the roof ridge, rising above the center bay of the main elevation. The front gable 
roof is covered in asphalt shingles and the original wood siding has been clad in vinyl siding. 

The interior was been preserved with the original light fixtures, wood paneling, flooring, pews, and altar 
still extant. The interior floor plan consists of a cloakroom and small office off the vestibule, and the 
main sanctuary and altar, with two small vestry rooms connected by a narrow passage behind the altar. A 
staircase at the cloakroom leads to the balcony. 

Firehouse 

The firehouse (Building #410) is a one-story, four-bay-wide, frame building constructed on a concrete slab 
foundation at the motor equipment bays and upon piers at the personnel quarters and office area. Located 
off of Headquarters Road, the firehouse had formally semed as the main headquarters for fire protection 
on post. The main elevation is pierced by three garage doors and a single pedestrian entrance. The T-plan 
of the building is orientated toward the main road with the shaft of the building extending at the rear. The 
main service bay of the firehouse extends the width of the main block of the T to accommodate numerous 
vehicles and fire equipment. A central hallway provides access to the shaft of the T-plan, which is 
occupied by storage areas and offices. The original wood siding has been covered with vinyl siding and 
the cross gable roof is covered in asphalt shingles. 

Additional World War I1 Temporary Buildings 

Other temporary buildings dating from World War I1 include the Officers' Club and PX (Building #427), 
Bachelor Officers' Quarters (Buildings #412, 414, and 416), Maintenance Shop and Garages (Buildings 
#262-263, #360, 362, and 424), and warehouses (Buildings #421 and 441). These buildings were 
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constructed based on the 700 Series drawings from the Quartermaster Corps and exhibit the same 
construction qualities, including wood frame construction upon low piers with gable roofs. 

Six buildings, Buildings #403-405 and #407-409, were originally constructed at the north end of 
Headquarters Road and serviced Post Headquarters during World War II. In order to prevent their 
demolition from a proposed project in this vicinity, these buildings have been moved to the comer of B 
and 7th Streets in the old Regimental Camp #2 area. These buildings originally served as the Dispensary 
(#403), barracks (#404-405), a mess hall (#408), and offices (#407,409). 

Development After 1950 

Construction activity after World War II was limited to the removal of buildings deemed expendable by 
the Virginia Department of Military Affairs, including the theater, amphitheater, the hutments, the YMCA 
Building, various barracks, mess halls, company store rooms and recreation buildings, and the main PX. 
The Guard primarily focused on repairing the remaining buildings on post for use during summer 
encampments and training sessions. The Guard currently leases a number of the buildings, particularly the 
World War I1 barracks, to various military and civilian agencies. 

The first major building campaign after World War 11 was the construction of the REDHORSE facilities 
(1990s) at the north end of Regimental Camp #1 and south of Warehouse Road. The 203'~ REDHORE 
Flight unit is a construction and repair unit for the Virginia Air National Guard and their headquarters is 
located at SMR. A memorial is located in this area to honor the aimen from REDHORSE whom were 
killed in an airplane accident returning from training in March 2001. Additional construction projects 
executed during the late 20" century include an armory at the comer of General Booth Boulevard and 
Birdneck Road. 

Development pressure from the City of Virginia Beach led to the transfer of SMR parcels of land from the 
Guard to the city during the 1990s. These parcels included acreage beyond the original cantonment area 
of SMR. As a result, the boundaries of SMR incorporate all the land (with the exception of a small tract 
south of Lake Christine leased from the federal government) between General Booth Boulevard, Birdneck 
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Road, Rifle Range Road, the Atlantic Ocean and the Croatan neighborhood. A 14.94 acre plot of land just 
west of Headquarters Loop along the property boundary at General Booth Boulevard has been leased to 
the City of Virginia Beach for use as a parking lot by the Virginia Marine Science Museum. 

Despite the few intrusions to the original plan and subsequent configuration of Camp PendletoniState 
Military Reservation, the integrity of both the architectural resources and cantonment features dating from 
1912-1945 have remained intact and well preserved. 

END NOTES 

1 W.W. LaPrade to the Adjutant General of Virginia, memorandum, 19 December 1924, State Military Reservation Records, 
RG 46, Box 7, File 566, Library of Virginia, Richmond, VA. 

Demolition of this building has already been approved by the Virginia Deparhnent of Historic Resources (SHPO). 
Diane Shaw Wasch, et al, World War 11 and the US .  Army Mobilization Program: A History of the 700 and 800 Series 

Cantonment Construction (Washington, D.C.: United States Department of the Interior, 1988), 3. 
Wasch, et al., World War 11 and the U S .  Army Mobilization Program: A History of the 700 and 800 Series Cantonment 

Construction, 27. 
Wasch, et a]., World War 11 and the US .  Army Mobilization Program: A History of the 700 and 800 Series Cantonment 

Construction, 26. 
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INVENTORY OF CONTRIBUTING AND NON-CONTRIBUTING RESOURCES 

1 85lT-85 I ca. 1915 I Residence (Vernacu1ar)lAdministration Office I Contributing 
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llOa ca. 1943 Residence/Bunkhouse Contributing 
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Offices (moved here from off-site) 

I I I I I 
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VacantJBarracks 

Training Field AIOriginal Rifle Range 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Camp PendletodState Military Reservation (SMR) is a Virginia National Guard facility that has 
served the Commonwealth, as well as the United States military, since its establishment in 1912. 
Originally known as the State Rifle Range, Camp PendletodState Military Reservation had 
grown from being the main range facility for Virginia Guardsmen and visiting military personnel 
during summer camps to a World War 11 post with an estimated thirty thousand (30,000) soldiers 
moving through its facilities during the war. Prior to the construction of Camp (Fort) Pickett in 
Blackstone, Virginia during World War 11, SMR was the primary range for the Virginia National 
Guard and was the site of numerous drill camps for both the Virginia Guardsmen, as well as 
Guardsmen from surrounding states. Initially designed under the supervision of W.W. LaPrade, 
the original core of the facility has been retained despite expansions under the guidance of the 
U.S. Navy in 1919, the Virginia Department of Military Affairs in the 1930s, and the U.S. Army 
during World War 11. The post incorporates a series of open fields, rifle ranges, wooded areas, 
and access to the Atlantic Ocean to maximize available training capabilities to personnel. The 
sections of the main cantonment area intentionally separated the functions required of military 
life into specific areas on the facility. From the barracks and mess hall areas, to family quarters 
for officers, to Headquarters row, training areas and soldier support areas, the design and layout 
of the post is specifically designed to accommodate and maximize the facility for use by the 
military. At its peak, the facility was bigger then the present post due to late 2oth century 
encroachment by (he City of Virginia Beach and land swappings by the Guard, but the core of the 
original cantonment area and the beachfront area of the facility are intact. The chronological 
development of Camp PendletodState Military Reservation is documented by its architecture, 
which includes a range of construction dating from the 1910s to as recently as the REDHORSE 
facilities constructed in the late 1990s. Varying from large two-story frame barracks to smaller 
bungalow residences, the facility is generally defined by support buildings dating from the 1910s- 
1930s and the World War I1 temporary buildings. 
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As a whole, the Camp PendletodState Military Reservation has achieved significance as the 
product of the National Guard's evolution in Virginia during the first half of the 20" century. The 
SMR was the location of the first state-owned airfield in Virginia and had served both civilian 
and military aviators during the 1920s. Although the facility is no longer used as an airport, the 
original airfieldldrill field is intact. Further, it is one of two facilities in Virginia that has retained 
its inner cantonment area dating from World War I1 and provides an intact landscape of this type 
of planned military development in response to needs of the armed forces during the initial build- 
up for World War II. The district meets National Register criteria A and C, and is significant 
under the themes of architecture and militaryidefense with the period of significance extending 
from 191 1 to 1950. There are one hundred and fourteen (1 14) contributing resources within the 
Camp PendletodState Military Reservation Historic District. Of the contributing buildings and 
structures, twenty-eight (28) resources were constructed prior to 1939 and eighty (80) date from 
1940-1945. The sites include the current and original rifle ranges, the parade (Regimental Camp 
Area #1) field, the drill fieldlair field, the cantonment roads, and Regimental Camp Area #2. 
There are forty-five (45) buildings and structures which are either non-contributing or scheduled 
to be demolished within the boundaries. 

Criterion A: That are associated with events that have made a significant 
contribution to the broad patterns of our history. 

Camp PendletodState Military Reservation meets Criterion A of the National Register of 
Historic Places as a military facility that was developed in response to the pressing need for a 
dedicated range and training facility available to all National Guard units in Virginia. Prior to the 
establishment of the State Rifle Range, summer camps and drills were held in various locations 
throughout Virginia, as well as in the District of Columbia, Maryland, and North Carolina.' 
Repeated attempts by the Adjutant General's office to convince the General Assembly to fund 
the purchase of a dedicated site for the Guard's training was disregarded until 1908. 
Construction began on the State Rifle Range in 1912 with the first group of troops arriving for 
training in the summer of 1913. The arrival of these men marked the dedication of the first 
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permanent training facility specifically established for use as a firing range and summer camp for 
Guardsmen in Virginia. 

Camp PendletodState Military Reservation is also significant under Criterion A for serving as 
the first state-owned airfield for both commercial and military aviators in Virginia during the 
1920s. It is also significant under Criterion A as a representative of an intact World War I1 
training facility developed prior to the United States' entry into World War I1 for use by Virginia 
National Guard units. In anticipation of the possibility of U.S. involvement in World War 11, all 
units of the Virginia National Guard were passed into Federal service between September 1940 
and February 1941 for a one-year training period.' The State Military Reservation was leased to 
the U.S. Army in 1940 and was re-named Camp Pendleton for the duration of the Army's 
occupation. Under the guidance of the Corps of Engineers Construction Division, the U.S. Army 
initiated an aggressive building campaign to supplement the various buildings that had been 
already extant on the facility. Camp Pendleton served initially in conjunction with Fort Story, 
Fort Monroe, and Fort Wool (Chesapeake Harbor Defense Command), to house troops assigned 
to the forts for duty. During World War 11, Camp Pendleton was used to train and billet various 
organizations before being utilized as a preliminary boot camp prior to shipping out to an 
advanced training center.' 

Criterion C: That embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or 
method of constructiou or that represent the work of a master, or that possess high 
artistic values, or that represent a significant and distinguishable entity whose 
components may lack individual distinction. 

Camp PendletonJState Military Reservation meets Criterion C of the National Register of 
Historic Places for its substantial and intact concentration of World War I1 temporary buildings 
and for its examples of early 20'~ century residential and military buildings dating from the 
1910s-1930s. The overall facility is representative of the evolution of a military post sewing 
both the state and the federal needs during both peacetime and war. Designed and constructed 
under the supervision of W.Z. Johnston and Captain W.W. LaPrade, the initial building 
campaign in the early 1910s included retaining walls and butts for the range and a handful of 
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small support buildings for personnel and range activities4 The early support buildings include 
the caretaker's house (Building #94) and the ammunition storage building (Building #92). A 
second building campaign, under the guidance of the U.S. Navy, who leased the facility during 
World War I, included construction of over thirty new buildings and an expansion of the original 
range. After the facility was returned back into state control in 1920, seventeen (17) of the 
buildings constructed by the U.S. Navy were disassembled and transferred to various non- 
military facilities across Virginia.' Remnants of the original range configuration and the initial 
layout of the cantonment area are still extant. In addition, the expanse of land cleared by the U.S. 
Navy for a level parade ground and the wooded area for training has been retained. 

Construction projects were executed during the 1920s including the construction of mess and 
kitchen halls, latrines, and upgraded sewer systems. Subsequent ranges were constructed in the 
early 1920s with a new ammunition house constructed in July 1923.6 It was also during this time 
that an airfield was constructed (present-day parade ground) for use by the Guard and other 
military units. A short-lived practice of leasing the airfield out to private pilots was established 
in the early 1930s, but was terminated soon after a reckless maneuver by civilian J.I. Alexander.' 
The third major building campaign was initiated during the 1930s and included the construction 
of additional mess halls (Buildings #34-35, #51, and #57-67) and other support buildings. 

The final major building campaign initiated at Camp PendletonIState Military Reservation was 
executed under the direction of the U.S. Army between 1940-1942. Over fifty (50) World War I1 
temporary buildings were constructed within the cantonment area of Camp Pendleton. The 
buildings included barracks, administration buildings, a firehouse, a chapel, a clubhouse, 
maintenance shops, storage facilities, mess halls, a dispensary, and warehouses. The water 
system was expanded, new water storage tanks installed, and the present road system on post was 
constructed and expanded. 
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HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

BriefHiston, ofprincess Anne Countv and Virpinia Beach 

English colonization of Tidewater Virginia began in 1607 with the anival of settlers associated 
with the Virginia Company of London in present day Cape Henry. Cape Henry, located north of 
modem-day Virginia Beach, was inhabited by the Chesapeake tribe of the Algonquian linguistic 
group under the direction of Chief P~whatan.~ The settlers moved from Cape Henry to a more 
defensible position at Jamestown later that year. 

Prior to 1616, colonists who arrived in Virginia were given land grants of one hundred acres 
which initially encouraged development of self-sufficient plantations instead of centrally located 
towns.' The community of Lynnhaven, established at the mouth of the former Chesopian River 
(later renamed the Lynnhaven River) in the 1620s, was one of the first settlements within the 
boundaries of present day Virginia Beach. By 1634, the first counties were created in Virginia 
and Elizabeth City County encompassed both sides of Hampton Roads.'' In 1637, the area south 
of Hampton Roads was created into New Norfolk County; it was subsequently split into Upper 
and Lower Norfolk counties in 1638. Princess Anne County was created in 1691 from the 
eastern section of Lower Norfolk County and its boundaries matched the 1639 boundaries of 
Lynnhaven Parish." 

The first half of the 1 gth century in Princess Anne County witnessed the establishment of large 
plantations based upon slave labor throughout the county. Agricultural endeavors included the 
raising of tobacco, corn, and wheat. In addition to agriculture, commercial fishing and oyster 
harvesting, timber harvesting and shipbuilding also supported the economy. Despite the increase 
of large plantations during the eighteenth century, the majority of farmers within the county 
continued to practice subsistence agriculture.12 

The Princess Anne County courthouse was moved to New Town in 1751 along the eastern 
branch of the Elizabeth River. However, by the 1770s the port town had substantially declined 
which led to the county seat moving inland to Kempsville (formerly Kemps Landing) in 1783.'" 
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Following the Revolutionary War, the United States resumed trading with Great Britain before 
relations deteriorated once again at the turn of the 19 '~  century. The firing upon the US,S. 
Chesapeake by the H.B.M.S. Leopard off Cape Henry in 1807 and the War of 1812 brought the 
British back along the coastline of Virginia." 

The county seat moved for the final time from Kempsville to a more central location within the 
county, the village of Princess Anne Courthouse in 1820. The establishment of the village, 
located south of present day Virginia Beach, spurred the construction of a new courthouse, 
clerk's office, jail, and other commercial buildings.ls Agriculture remained the basis of the 
economy in Princess Anne County and the agricultural depression during the 1830s and 1840s 
were particularly damaging to local residents. In addition to the depression, the Civil War 
brought additional problems to the county. Union forces seized control of Norfolk and the 
surrounding areas, including Princess Anne County, in May 1862. Residents loyal to the 
Confederacy used guerilla tactics to rebel against the imposed military rule and harass the 
occupying forces. Military rule severely restricted the lives of local citizens, including the 
requirement to travel throughout the area with passes and swear allegiance to the Union in order 
to engage in business, the disruption to civil government, and the release or escape of the slave 
labor. As a result of the depression during the first half of the 19 '~  century and the subsequent 
damage caused by the occupation, the overall population and agricultural economy in Princess 
Anne County did not fully recover until after the Civil War. 

Reconstruction after the Civil War was slow as a result of a lack of funding and the absence of 
local government. By the 1880s, the economy had stabilized and the infrastructure that had been 
destroyed or badly damaged during the Civil War was re-established. Truck farming, a process 
that allowed farmers to move goods along local railroads and turnpikes, assisted in the expansion 
of the economy. The early harvesting season in the Tidewater region, led to the area being able 
to provide the East Coast with over half of all the green vegetables and potatoes consumed.16 

The resort town of Virginia Beach began its development after the establishment of the United 
States Lifesaving Service along the beaches between Cape Henry and Cape Hatteras during the 
1870s. Four lifesaving stations were erected along the shores of Virginia Beach by the early 
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1880s; the first seaside hotel was constructed in 1883 soon after the establishment of a hunting 
and fishing clubhouse in the vicinity by Norfolk sportsmen. The close of the lgth century 
witnessed the initial emergence of Virginia Beach as a resort community with developers 
purchasing oceanfront land south of Cape Henry towards Rudee Inlet and the construction of a 
railroad to facilitate travel to the beach from Norfolk." 

The area south of Rudee Inlet remained agricultural in use through the early years of the 20" 
century. The construction of the State Military Reservation in 1912 amidst the rural landscape 
south of Rudee Inlet would lead to a permanent military presence in this area of Virginia Beach 
to the present day. 

Despite the growth of the Virginia Beach area during the first quarter of the 2oth century and the 
lobbying of local residents to have the county seat moved to this area of Princess Anne County, 
Princess Anne Courthouse remained as the seat of the county government. In an attempt to 
alleviate the concerns of Princess Anne Courthouse being difficult to reach due to its isolated 
location, a new, hard surfaced road (State Route 165Princess Anne Road) was constructed in 
1926. State Route 165Princess Anne Road linked Virginia Beach Boulevard and the burgeoning 
resort town of Virginia Beach to Princess Anne.Courthouse. 

The explosive growth of Virginia Beach as a result of extensive military construction, tourism- 
based and residential development, and the commercial entities to support these occupants 
accelerated during the mid- to late 201h century. In 1962, a referendum was approved by voters to 
merge Virginia Beach and Princess Anne County into one entity, Virginia Beach." 

The Virginia Armv National Guard after the Civil War through World War I1 

The collapse of the Virginia militia force under the strain of the Confederacy demands for 
soldiers led to the disbanding of the militia structure by the winter of 1864. It would not be until 
March 1871 that the Virginia Militia would be re-established. The two-tier system consisted of 
white and black companies of uniformed volunteers and the common militia. In 1872, the 
volunteers consisted of fourteen white and one black infantry companies with two artillery 
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batteries.'QY 1876, the number of black and white companies increased to a total of twenty- 
nine companies, including artillery and cavalry units. 

The conclusion of the Spanish-American War in 1898 and the United States' propulsion onto the 
international stage as a world power led to a series of hearings by Congress studying the victories 
and failures of the military. Elihu Root, a corporate lawyer with no military experience, was 
appointed by President McKinley to serve as the Secretary of War in 1899. Root's influence, 
including the establishment of the h y  War College, extended to redefining the mission of the 
National Guard. Congressman Charles Dick, president of the National Guard Association, and 
Colonel William Sanger worked with Root to determine ways of improving the "citizen reserve" 
system. The Dick Act of 1903 transformed the militia system in the United States and reshaped 
the National Guard whose mission would include "the peacetime training of men who in wartime 
would become v~lunteers."'~ The Dick Act established a more federalized system for the Guard 
and once governors accepted federal aid the state would be required to have the militia available 
for an annual inspection by federal officers, drill twenty-four times a year and turn out each 
summer for five days of encampment.'' In exchange for the increased training requirements, the 
federal government agreed to substantially increase funding to provide weapons, equipment, 
uniforms and compensation for the soldiers. 

In response to the new opportunities presented by the Dick Act, Virginia accepted federal aid and 
produced a master plan that sought to "preserve quality" of the state militia by creating a force 
that would be supported primarily with federal funds. The plan was to limit the necessary 
amount of state appropriations needed to fund the guardsmen. The Dick Act coincided with 
Virginia's reorganization efforts and the Commonwealth aggressively adopted the new federal 
requirements. Virginia's acceptance of new federal standards led to the establishment of a 
separate medical corps, field hospital company and a signal company. The Adjutant General 
disbanded a majority of the existing militia groups in April 1899 to set about rebuilding the 
organization. The following year, the Adjutant General's plan was to create two infantry 
regiments (each with twelve companies), an artillery battalion and cavalry troop. The infantry 
regiments were expanded to include an additional regiment and a four-company battali~n.~' 
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By agreeing to accept additional "federalization" of the National Guardmilitia system, the states 
agreed to relinquish a portion of its control of the guardsmen. The Militia Act of 1908 built upon 
the foundation of the Dick Act, reiterated the importance of the National Guard to the overall 
defense of the nation. One of the provisions initiated within the 1908 act was that if the use of 
military forces were required to defend against an invasion, enforce the laws of the United States, 
or subdue insurrections, the President would be required to call up the National Guard prior to 
volunteers to supplement the regular army." Although this provision would be challenged in the 
early 1910s about its constitutionality and led to Congress passing the National Defense Act of 
1916, the concept of the state forces being folded into the Federal army was a permanent 
po~sibility.~' 

The National Defense Act of 1916 brought about further changes to the National Guardmilitia 
system in Virginia and the nation. The Reserves system and the Reserve Officer's Training Corp 
(ROTC) were established and the federal government's power over the National Guard increased 
dramatically. The relinquishment of state control over the Guard that had begun under the Dick 
and Militia Acts accelerated with the acceptance of federal funding under the National Defense 
Act. If states were not complying with federal regulations, the Secretary of War now had the 
authority to withdraw funding from the states. The president was empowered by Congress to 
draft, without the consent of the state governors, individual Guardsmen in the event of an 
emergency. This would cease the Guardsmen's membership in the Guard for the duration of the 
emergency, thus avoiding the constitutional issues raised by the Dick and Militia Acts by 
transferring Guardsmen to the Regular Army, and it would be the states' responsibility to replace 
the Guard units that were taken. The training requirements were lengthened, but federal 
compensation for the Guardsmen was authorized for drill and camp. The Division of Militia 
Affairs was re-designated the Militia Bureau and was under the jurisdiction of the Secretary of 
War.25 As a result of the new act, the Virginia Volunteers was officially renamed the Virginia 
National Guard and additional companies were created to "tailor the Commonwealth's force to 
[meet] national needs". The new units included the Coast Artillery Corps, located in Lynchburg 
and Roanoke, a fourth artillery battery, and an engineer company. A headquarters, supply, 
machine gun, and ambulance company was created for each infantry regiment.2" 












































































